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1.   Drinking Water Quality Management Plan Review and Audit Guideline  

2.   Reform of STP Licensing Guidelines

3.   Interim SEQ Bulk Water Board Announcement

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
1.   Drinking Water Quality Management Plan Review and Audit Guideline

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

The Department of Energy and Water Supply has released a draft of the Drinking Water Quality Management Plan Review and Audit Guideline for consultation. The guideline aims to help providers and auditors understand how they can comply with the review and audit elements for approved Drinking Water Quality Management Plans.

The Draft Guideline and feedback process can be found through the following link: http://www.getinvolved.qld.gov.au/gi/consultation/531/view.html
The guideline was published for comment on 27/07/12.  Feedback welcome by 31/08/12.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
2.   Reform of STP Licensing Guidelines

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

In April this year, the environmental regulator wrote to councils to advise them of a program reviewing licensing and assessment guidelines for STPs. The aim was to seek consistency across the state and reduce red tape while maintaining environmental standards. The second draft of two discussion papers were released for industry input on Wednesday 1 August.  Comments are due to Deena Rigby, deena.rigby@ehp.qld.gov.au by 10th August. Alternatively, comments can be forwarded to Rob Fearon by 8 August  (rfearon@qldwater.com.au) to be included in a collated industry response.  If you wish to make a response but need additional time, please let us know and we will negotiate with the Department.  

Both discussion papers are available in the members area of our website http://www.qldwater.com.au/ReviewDocuments - members must log in first to access these documents.

qldwater has formed an ERA 63 Expert Panel to form a coordinated industry response on reform of ERA 63 processes. For further information or to express interest in joining the group, please contact Rob.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
3.   Interim SEQ Bulk Water Board Announcement

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

The Newman Government has announced a three member interim board to lead the transition of three bulk water entities into a single body - the South East Queensland Bulk Water Company Limited - from next year. 

Minister for Energy and Water Supply Mark McArdle said Mr Noel Faulkner (Chair), Mr Michael Arnett and Ms Leith Boully would manage the merger of the three existing bulk water entities - Seqwater, LinkWater and the SEQ Water Grid Manager. 

"The merger is a key component of the State Government's Four Point Water Plan and will help reduce the cost of supplying drinking water across the south east," Mr McArdle said. 

"The transition from three bulk water businesses to a single supply authority is an important step in simplifying the previous water delivery model. It will cut operating costs as well as board and executive costs and other administrative charges.

"Mr Faulkner, Mr Arnett and Ms Boully have extensive executive skills and considerable board experience in a range of organisations. This will be invaluable in leading the unification of three separate organisations.

"Under the new arrangement, the SEQ Water Grid Manager will be dissolved by 1 January 2013 and its functions transferred to the new entity." 

Mr McArdle said the Queensland Government was working hard to deliver a one off saving of up to $80 on SEQ household water bills. 

"In a further step to simplify and reduce the cost of providing drinking water, we've also started the process of winding up the Queensland Water Commission with most of its functions to be transferred to the Department by 1 January 2013." 
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